
Franklin County Board Report 
Rend Lake Area Tourism Council (RLATC) 

July 17, 2023 (Monday) 5PM 
 

Rend Lake Area Tourism Council (RLATC) signed a 3-year (2022, 2023, 2024) contract to be 
Host Organization for the S3DA Archery National Championship held at Rend Lake.  Hosting 
this event makes it possible for RLATC to build archery tourism and provides opportunities to 
market Rend Lake as a family friendly tourism destination to potential visitors RLATC could 
not otherwise reach.  As these archery competitors / visitors return to their home states, they 
will share their experiences at beautiful Rend Lake, its recreational facilities, and welcoming 
communities and businesses.  Also, this event offers free admission for spectators which brings 
visitors from other Southern Illinois areas.  When these visitors see what Rend Lake and 
Franklin County have to offer, they will return!  The economic impact on our local area is 
considerable and will be for years to come. 
 
The June 15-18, 2023 event was an overwhelming success!  It is estimated that about 4000 
people from 18 states attended this event and were in our local businesses and communities.  

S3DA-RLATC 3 Year Contract  
• 1st Year June 16-19, 2022  
• 2nd Year June 15-18, 2023  
• 3rd Year June 13-16, 2024  

 
Special Thanks to the following. All provided resources and labor to make this a success. 

Host Venue 
• US Army Corps at Rend Lake, Operations Manager, Jackie Taylor and Natural 

Resource Specialist, Cassie Magsig  
Their vision, work, and cooperation with RLATC made this possible.  The North 
Marcum Archery Complex has proven to be a perfect addition to our tourism 
infrastructure and will attract archery enthusiasts, hunters, and events to make Rend 
Lake a national archery destination. 

Major Partners 
• Rend Lake Conservancy District, Keith Thomason 
• Rend Lake College, President Terry Wilkerson 
• Rend Lake College, Archery, Donnie Milenbine  
• Wayne Fitzgerrell State Park, Superintendent Joseph Swallers  

 
Special Thanks to our Host Cities 

• Benton, $3,500 (1000 Benton, Mayor Lee Messersmith + 2,500 Benton West City Area 
Chamber) 

• Mt Vernon, $3,500 (3,500 Mt Vernon Convention and Visitors Bureau, Angela Scrum) 
• Sesser, $3,500 (2000 Sesser, Mayor Jason Ashmore + 500 Sesser Area Chamber+ 1000 

Homecoming Committee) 
 
Special Thanks to the Franklin County Board for supporting RLATC. 
 

2023 S3DA Event Financial Report  July 13, 2023 
Event Assets  
Sponsorship Funds 37,907.00 
Food Vendor Fees 1,000.00 
Sponsorship Value In Kind (VIK) (Est.) 12,961.12 
Event Assets Total 51,868.12 
  
Event Expenses   
Funds 38,243.56 
Sponsorship Value In Kind (VIK) (Est.) 12,961.12 
Expenses - Total 51,204.77 
This financial report does not include labor, which would greatly increase the event expenses. 
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